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MEETING SUMMARY 

SUBJECT: STORMWATER COMMISSION MEETING 

MEETING DATE: Monday – May 1, 2017 at 5:00 pm 

ATTENDANCE LIST: Mike Butterfield, Commission Chair, term expires 6/30/18

  Carole Teator, Commission Member, term expires 6/30/17 
Mike Dryden, Commission Member, term expires 6/30/17 

   Stacie Johnson, Commission Member, term expires 6/30/18 

Justin Gerhts, Commission Member, term expires 6/30/19  

 Sandy Pumphrey, Project Engineer, City Staff 
 Cara Matteson, Storm Water Coordinator, City Staff 
 Tammy Schnell, Administrative Assistant II, City Staff 
 Martin Smith, Friends of Cedar Lake Organization Member 
 Sven Leff, Parks & Recreation Director 

 

 

1. Meeting called to order at 5:03 p.m. by Commission Chair Mike Butterfield 

 Approval of the Minutes 

o Mike Dryden made a motion to approve the minutes from March 6, 2017. Justin seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

o No introductions were required. 
o Mike Butterfield advised the committee is going to try a timed agenda, without putting constraints 

on any discussion. 

2. Public Input 

 Martin Smith said the Friends of Cedar Lake would like to know if the Stormwater Master Plan will 
support what they need for a water shed plan for Cedar Lake.  Mike Butterfield said he and Sandy have 
talked briefly about this, but he’s not sure what the timing is on getting the water shed plan going. 

 Martin reported there is a tree trunk in the outfall of Cedar Lake before it goes under the railroad tracks.  
Sven made note of this and will look into it. 

 
3. Stormwater in City Parks 

Presenter: Sven Leff, Parks & Recreation Director 
 

 There is a lot of water running through City parks, including McLeod Run, Noelridge’s lagoon, the 
Vinton Ditch, and two detention basins in Huntington Ridge Park.  The concept is to let the water 
breathe, similar to what they’re doing with the river’s floodplain. They’re looking to expand in what would 
be more natural or native, as opposed to channelizing the stormwater in the parks. 

 Along the river banks in natural areas, they’re doing more of the prairie plantings, or wetland plantings, 
with really deep prairie roots, which is intended to do bank stabilization and minimize erosion.   

 They are challenged with runoff.  They’re seeing Prairie Creek really swell more and more often from 
rains, which is flooding lower Jones Golf Course.   There are times when rain upstream is running over 
the golf course, even before the Cedar is forecasted to flood, or just under heavy rain.  They are going 
to continue to do more prairie plantings, and wetland things to try to control or contain it.  They don’t feel 
the berming or damming idea will really protect the golf course, because the soils are pretty soft and 
sandy. 

 Carol asked about using some of the older, smaller neighborhood parks to handle stormwater, like in 
the Grande Avenue area, which has recently had sewer backup issues.  Sven discussed using 
bioswales in these parks, in which they have a few installed recently, and are receptive to more where 
they make sense.  It’s important they fit with the landscape side of things.  He said he’s learned from 
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Daniel that native grasses is the way clay breaks up and helps the infiltration get to the soils below the 
layer of clay, which is key. 

 Sven discussed Cottage Grove Parkway, an area where the Parks Department proposed for planting a 
prairie grasses and how a lot of neighbors were not pleased when they started the plantings.  A 
neighborhood meeting was then held and once they understand the reason for it, and that prairie is not 
just weed, they were pleased and the Parks Department was receptive to changing the design so a 
certain amount of square footage was left open so they continue to use the area as they have in the 
past, i.e. pickup football games on Thanksgiving. 

 Discussion was held on how there is no room for detention basins in the areas that are fully built out.  
But if there is some work that can be done in conjunction with Parks and Paving for Progress, and 
getting some prairie grasses in there or a bioswale, that could reduce some of the runoff and maybe 
some of the impact for the potential of new pipes. 

 Discussion was held on how the water that will be captured behind the new flood protection levy will be 
maintained with detention basins, and a retention pond in Time Check Park, if that park does come to 
fruition. 

 Sven explained how he saw the benefits of proper engineering in Usher’s Ferry.  After flooding in 2012 
or 2013, engineers identified which buildings needed to be removed in the 100 year floodplain, and the 
next time it flooded, the water rose and it neatly moved around the buildings that remained, as the 
engineers said it would. 

 
4. Stormwater Ordinance Update  

 Progress since last meeting 
o Cara said they are working on getting letters out to property owners of private detention basins 

advising them of the most recent change in Chapter 72, which requires them to be certified every 
five years by an engineer.  There are 740 private basins and they are trying to figure out how to 
best educate the public, and allow them time to budget accordingly.  An idea is to utilize some cost 
share, and also the idea of retrofitting to include more of the water quality volume. 

o Butterfield said a key item discussed at the last meeting was that a lot of the updates that have 
been made on the track changes version weren’t necessarily reflected in what’s currently the 
adopted ordinance.  The key thing that was adopted last time was water quality volume of 1-1/4” 
for new development, and it needs to get written up and into an ordinance update. 

o The SUDAS conversion is still a couple years out.  The City is in the process of hiring a part-time 
person to implement it.  Carol suggested that once this person is hired, to invite them to come to a 
Commission meeting and to get them onboard right away. 

 

 Public policy issues as part of SWMP 
o Butterfield said the Stormwater Master Plan has a number of public policy considerations, various 

things the City could implement related to stormwater.  One of the things that is in the Master Plan 
updates goal for this year, is further considerations of policy.  He asked if there are policy issues 
that should be addressed related to Stormwater. 

o Dryden said developers should be required to buy into a regional basin constructed by the City, 
instead of building several smaller basins.  This wouldn’t cost the developers any more money and 
they wouldn’t have to maintain and certify the basins on a regular basis.  

o Carol suggested they see what happens to the top soil policy, which she feels will really help with 
some of the quantity and quality.  But if it doesn’t, we should go back to what was already 
discussed, where it doesn’t have to be only pipe or detention basin.  Dryden agreed the ordinance 
should lead you to a menu of choices, rather than just defaulting to a detention.  Dryden 
suggested another thing is moving beyond standard urban cross sections of streets, and going 
with more a drainage ditch on the side of the road, and eliminating most of the storm sewer.  But 
without curb and gutter, it would be hard to put sidewalk in. 

o Butterfield asked Cara how the top soil policy is going now that it’s been adopted and is going into 
effect this year.  She said there are some sites that were grandfathered that were graded prior to 
the policy being adopted.  There are some sites coming in that will have the new soil quality plan 
implemented.  Cara explained they will be verifying with a soil probe, and also doing a ribbon test. 
They will do random sampling, and will work with a contractor to get lab analysis of compact tests 
and clay content, to verify. It will include about a year of data collection.  This will show whether 
the policy is doing what it’s supposed to do.  Butterfield checked with other communities to see 
what data might be available on soil quality, and he didn’t find a lot.  The ones that did have some 
sort of top soil policy in place, they didn’t have much in terms of testing and data collection 
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pre/post.  Since Cedar Rapids has some pre-policy, it might be a good opportunity to promote the 
policy once we have some post-policy data collection and testing results.  Cara said she thought 
Stacie Johnson through ISWEP had been talking about have a top soil field day sometime. 

5. Reports: 

 City Staff Reports 
o Middle Cedar WMA – Cara Matteson 

 There’s a coordinator who has started, and they hope to have a planning RFP go 
out this week for the whole HUC 8, which will be for the entire Middle Cedar. There 
are two “pots” of money – one is for the coordinator, the other more for planning 
(there is also implementation dollars, which is a separate pot too). The RFP is for 
planning and prioritization of the HUC 8 and also identify different HUC 12, which 
are on a smaller scale.  So there will be planning and implementation happening at 
the same time.  The RFP will be a unique situation where it’s more of a tiered 
approach of how to get planning to make it be more useful. 

 HUC is a classification system.  The higher the number, the smaller the area.  
Middle Cedar is a HUC 8 and is so big for planning purposes and trying to get 
money for it. 

 The new coordinator is Adam Rodenberg, who used to work for Pheasants Forever. 
 

o IDALs Grant – Cara Matteson  
 The last three projects from the original grant are being constructed now and are 

supposed to be completed by June. 
 The City has been approved for about $100,000 for the second IDAL’s grant we 

applied for, which is for two bio retention cells on 6
th
 Street.  There will be an urban 

and ag field day planned with the NRCS, in which they’ll get a bus and have people 
check out some things in rural communities, and also at Coe College. 

 
o Cost Share Program –Cara Matteson 

 It’s kind of slow, but there have been some interested people recently.  $12,500 has 
been allocated so far, which includes five rain gardens and six soil quality 
restorations (SQRs), and Coe College is interested in doing two more, so things are 
ramping up. 

 She received a call from a neighbor of someone who did a SQR last year and who 
wants to do one now, which she was surprised by, because she figured it would 
take up to three years before its full potential was realized by other people, because 
they don’t look all that good initially. 

 She has reached out to architects and a lot of them are showing interest.  She 
asked everyone to send her any architects they may know she should contact. 

 There is a Green Infrastructure map created for the City and is on the stormwater 
page of the City website.  It goes hand in hand with cost share.  People can see 
their property, industries can see their property, and they can also see how many in 
general are happening in the City, which they hope will make people want to be a 
part of it. 

 New signs have just been developed that property owners can place in their 
raingardens.  The signs will have a code people can take a picture of with their cell 
phone and it will take them to the City’s stormwater webpage, so they can find out 
information about it. 

 Once ERU’s kick in, Cara feels they will get more interest from the larger 
businesses in town. 

 Carol suggested Cara contact the Monarch Research Project as they are 
approaching Rockwell and some of the bigger campuses, and also contact Martin 
Gardner Architecture in Marion. 

 Carol said Teahan Funeral Home on F Ave NW is doing a prairie planting behind 
their building.  The planning is going to be shaped like a butterfly and it will have an 
outdoor classroom area.  Cara will reach out to them.  Butterfield said that from an E 
Ave drainage study perspective, he would be interested to see it, too. 
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o Iowa Water Conference Update 
 Stacie wasn’t at the Commission meeting to give an update on the conference. 
 Carol did report, though, that the Indian Creek Nature Center won an award at the 

conference. 
 

 Commissioner Reports 
o There were no Commissioner Reports. 
o Butterfield thanked Carol for her many years on the Stormwater Commission and her 

leadership role as the Chair. 
 

6. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

 The next Stormwater Commission meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 10, 2017, at 5:00 p.m. City 
Services Center (Public Works) - 2nd

 
Floor – Greene Square Conference Room, 500 15th

 
Avenue 

SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 - Ph. (319) 286-5802.  It is being moved out a week due to the 4
th
 of July 

holiday the first week in July. 

 Email Butterfield if anyone has anything to add to the next agenda. 

 Commission Chair Mike Butterfield adjourned the meeting at 6:05 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted by Tammy Schnell, AAII, Cedar Rapids Public Works 
 

 

This summary documents our understanding of items discussed. Please contact our office within five working days with any 

omissions or discrepancies. 

cc:  Stormwater Commission Meeting Distribution List 
 City Councilperson Scott Overland 


